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PRAYER FOR THE GREAT FAMILY

Gratitude to Mother Earth, sailing through night and day-
and to her soil: rich, rare, and sweet

in our minds so be it.

Gratitude to Plants, the sun-facing light-changing leaf
and fine root-hairs; standing still through wind

and rain; their dance is in the flowing spiral grain
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in our minds so be it.

Gratitude to Air, bearing the soaring Swift and the silent
Owl at dawn. Breath of our song
clear spirit breeze

in our minds so be it.

Gratitude to Wild Beings, our brothers, teaching secrets,
freedoms, and ways; who share with us their milk;
self-complete, brave, and aware

in our minds so be it.

Gratitude to Water: clouds, lakes, rivers, glaciers;
holding or releasing; streaming through all
our bodies salty seas

in our minds so be it.

Gratitude to the Sun: blinding pulsing light through
trunks of trees, through mists, warming caves where
bears and snakes sleep-he who wakes us-

in our minds so be it.

Gratitude to the Great Sky
who holds billions of stars-and goes. yet beyond that-
beyond all powers, and thoughts
and yet is within us-
Grandfather Space.
The Mind is his Wife.

so be it.
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IN THE NIGHT, FRIEND

Fruit tree fields. orchards. Santa Clara, San Jose.

trailer parks in the lemon groves.

Seaman with a few extra bucks:

Talks of stocks, talks of taxes, buy up land.
the whole state of California
layed out like meat on a slab.

Growth and investment; development and returns.
—*“I think them poets are all just charlatans.”

says Dogen,“every one of us
has a natural endowment
with provisions for the whole of his Em;..‘v‘
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SV 50 /OB LR Q0 Va8e° Pure Body? (284)

KU KATR—RIERYRR W 500 MRS KRHR This is part of a poem by Su Shih.The Japanese mas-
4" A ZEN FOREST Sayings of the Masters Q H\ 46rQ° ter Dogen was so taken with this poem that he used
) OHIERQ Foreword WX A —24¢C — WM. Q42 O 5 it as the basis for an essay, Keisei Samshoku, ‘“Valley
WONRT mRY O SWYKQH M S WY Se° sounds, mountain form.” Sung-dynasty Ch’an had a

The poets and the Ch’an masters were in a sense
just the tip of the wave of a deep Chinese sensibility,
an attitude toward life and nature that rose and flow-
ed from the seventh to the fourteenth century and
then slowly waned. The major Ch’an literary produc-
tions, Wu-men Kuan, Ts'ung-jung Lu, Pi-yen Lu,Hsii—t'a-
ng Lu, are from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries.
It was a second Golden Age of Ch’an and another era
of marvelous poetry, one in which many poets were
truly influenced by Ch’an. The most highly regarded
Sung dynasty poet, Sii Shih,was known as a Ch’an ade-
pt as well as poet and administrator.

Valley sounds:
the eloquent
tongue-
Mountain form:

isn’t it

training system that took anecdotes and themes from
its own history and lore and assigned them as subjects
of meditation.The tradition that emphasized this, the
Rinzai sect, is also called the Zen that “looks at say-
ings.” The complementary school called S6t6, which cut
down on the use of old sayings, is also called “silent
illumination Zen.” They were both brought from China
to Japan on the eve of the Mongol invasions. Japan in-
herited and added on to its own already highly devel-
oped sense of nature the world view of T’ang and
mcwmw.
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Blue mountains are neither sentient nor insentient.
You are neither sentient nor insentient. At aEmAsﬁo-
ment, you cannot doubt the blue mountains walking.
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The mountains and rivers of this moment are the actu-
alization of the way of the ancient Buddhas. Each,
abiding in its own phenomenal expression, realizes
completeness. Because mountains and waters have been
active since before the eon of emptiness, they are
alive at this moment. Because they have been the self
since before form arose, they are liberated and real-
ized.( PW,97)
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For/From Lew

Lew Welch just turned up one day,

live as you and me.“Damn, Lew” I said,

“you didn’t shoot yourself after all.”

“Yes I did” he said,

and even then I felt the tingling down my back.

“Yes you did,too” I said—*“I can feel it now.”

“Yeah” he said,

“There’s a basic fear between your world and

mine. I don’t know why.

What I came to say was,

teach the children about the cycles.

The life cycles. All the other cycles.

(2)

That’s what it’s all about, and it’s all forgot.”
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Wenzi said,“The path of water is such when it rises to

the sky, it becomes raindrops; when it falls to the

ground, it becomes rivers.”

...The path of water is not noticed by water, but is re-

alized by water.(PW,101)
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Many rulers have visited mountains to pay homage to

wise people or ask for instructions from great sages....
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At such time these rulers treat the sages as teachers,
disregarding the protocol of the usual world. The im-
perial power has no authority over the wise people in
the mountains.(PW,100)
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It is not only that there is water in the world, but
there is a world in water. It is not just in water.
There is a world of sentient beings in clouds. There is
a world of sentient beings in the air. There is a world
of sentient beings in fire....There is a world of beings
in a blade of grass.(PW,109)
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(—) Snyder, Gary. Turtle Island (New Directions, 1974),pp.24-5.

(™)  Snyder, Gary. Regarding Wave (New Directions, 1970),pp.52
-3.
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